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The lure of the Wild West
continues to attract settlers
and tourists to this area, and
while British Columbia is best
known for its lush green
forests, this slice of arid
grassland and sagebrush
hills, from Clinton to Williams
Lake, remains a pioneer
paradise. Ranching is still the
primary industry here, and the
South Cariboo, 400 kilometres
northeast of Vancouver, has
become known as the province’s guest-ranch capital. I've come to help bring the cattle
home during the fall roundup and live out my cowgirl dreams.

sigh= 50 100 ¥ : i
e i E“"‘;Qg: ‘-'l“‘)!“:'.'.'J”

Click map to enlarge

MY FAVOURITE TOY, as a suburban kid raised on TV shows such as “Bonanza” and
“Little House on the Prairie,” was a set of plastic horses with saddles, bridles and lassos.
My Barbies preferred riding the open range to driving to the mall in hot-pink sports cars. Of
course, there are no rangelands in Oakville, Ont., where | grew up. And with parents who
liked to joke that roughing it meant staying at a Holiday Inn, the closest | got to the dream
was one blissful day trotting around an indoor arena on horseback.

Now, on my second day riding a 16-year-old chestnut quarter horse named Misty, my body
is smarting, and the view of Big Bar Guest Ranch is a welcome sight. The spread, perched
above Big Bar Creek, west of Marble Range, features a stately log cabin built in 1932, a
barn that houses the ranch’s 23 horses, a modern motel-style guest building with attached
dining room, five small guest cabins and three tipis.
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